
Seizure Type Reasonableness 
Requirement 

Scope of 
Incident Search 

Items to Search 
for 

Reasonableness 
Requirement 

Independent 
Search & Scope 

Arrest Probable cause 1. Person & any 
area within reach 
2. Passenger 
compartment of 
vehicle 

1. Evidence of 
crime arrested for 
2. Evidence of 
crime arrested for 

1. N/A-probable 
cause for arrest 
sufficient 
2. Either suspect 
unsecured OR 
reasonable belief 
evidence is in 
vehicle 

Evidence of 
crime suspected 

Probable Cause Any part of 
automobile 

Investigatory 
Detention (Terry 
stop) 

Reasonable 
suspicion plus 
articulable facts 

Person Weapons Reasonable 
suspicion 
detainee is armed 
and dangerous 

Automobile Stop 
(Terry stop) 

Reasonable 
Suspicion plus 
articulable facts 

Occupants and 
passenger 
compartment of 
vehicle 

Weapons Reasonable 
suspicion 
detainee(s) is 
armed and 
dangerous 

Consensual 
Encounter 

N/A-no intrusion 
on liberty 

N/A-search not 
permitted 

N/A-search not 
permitted 

N/A-no intrusion 
on liberty 
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